The Bombardment of Hartlepool


Ninety-six years ago, shortly after the start of the Great War, three German  battlecruisers bombarded Hartlepool . Armed with 8.2 inch and 11 inch guns, the German ships were engaged unsuccessfully by destroyers and by HMS Patrol, a scout cruiser carrying 4 inch guns. Patrol only left Hartlepool with difficulty owing to severe weather and enemy fire, and was hit by two heavy shells from Blücher. Four men were killed and seven wounded and the ship ran aground on the entrance to the Tees. She was saved from destruction by the German ships breaking off the action. Badly holed and taking on water, the Patrol was lying too low to return to Hartlepool but was able to struggle into Middlesbrough docks.


Here she landed her casualties. Able Seaman Martin-Flynn and Armourer Hood were buried in a double plot (CC8607-8) in Middlesbrough’s Linthorpe Cemetery with a splendid white marble headstone commissioned by their London wives. Engine Room Artificer Sheridan was a Catholic and he has a CWGC headstone in St Joseph’s Cemetery, Middlesbrough. Able Seaman Cummings was lost overboard, and like so many sailors drowned in Tees Bay, his body was washed up at Seaton Crew, where he is buried in All Saints Churchyard.
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