Back-Ups Are So Important
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In New Zealand, a heritage landmark has been lost, taking with it the irreplaceable memories of almost 50 families.

The category-one heritage-listed Fisher's building on the corner of Hereford and High Streets, Christchurch (built in 1880) was demolished recently, after being badly damaged in the deadly February 22nd earthquake.

Inside Hanafin’s Camera and Video were 50 unfinished jobs for the business's scanning service, which takes old slides and negatives and converts them to digital prints. The boxes contained generations of family history, but could not be retrieved as the danger of falling masonry was too high to risk entering the building. 

This loss highlights how vital it is for genealogists to back-up digitally-recorded documents, photographs and other files, to safeguard against the vagaries of nature or a house fire or flood. Whether the back-ups are on DVD, memory stick, stand-alone hard-drive or simply printed copies in a file, they need to be done – imagine the heartbreak of losing years of exhaustive research! 
A new innovation worth considering is off-site digital storage in hyperspace. Amazon has developed the Amazon Cloud Player, designed for remote storage of music files so your music player never gets full. But it also has the Cloud Drive, an online hard drive. You can store anything there: photos, documents - anything you want to back up or retrieve later from any other computer. Even if you never use any of Amazon’s music features, this 5Gb online drive is free to anyone who wants it. 

Other companies have similar innovations - like the Apple iDisk or Microsoft SkyDrive – and are certainly worth investigating when they become available in your particular country.
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